
2 Chronicles 6:28
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

If there be dearth in the land, if there be pestilence, if there

be blasting, or mildew, locusts, or caterpillers; if their enemies

besiege them in the cities of their land; whatsoever sore or

whatsoever sickness there be: 

Analysis

If there be dearth in the land, if there be pestilence, if there be blasting, or

mildew, locusts, or caterpillers; if their enemies besiege them in the cities

of their land; whatsoever sore or whatsoever sickness there be:

This verse contributes to the narrative of Solomon's reign, specifically focusing on

Covenant faithfulness and answered prayer.  The Chronicler  presents  Solomon's

faithfulness in temple building and worship as paradigmatic for post-exilic Israel.

Unlike  the  Kings  account  which  includes  Solomon's  failures,  Chronicles

emphasizes his positive example during his faithful years.

Theologically, the passage demonstrates that wholehearted seeking of God results

in His manifest blessing and presence.  The temple construction and dedication

represent the climax of God's dwelling with Israel, foreshadowing the incarnation

when God would dwell among humanity in Christ. The elaborate preparations and

careful adherence to divine pattern emphasize that worship must occur on God's

terms.

Cross-references to the tabernacle (Exodus 25-40), Davidic covenant (2 Samuel 7,

1  Chronicles  17),  and  Messianic  prophecies  illuminate  how  Solomon's  temple

points toward Christ as the true meeting place between God and humanity. The
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material glory of Solomon's kingdom anticipates the greater glory of the Messianic

age.

Historical Context

The reign of Solomon (970-930 BCE) represents Israel's golden age of peace and

prosperity.  The temple construction began in Solomon's fourth year (966 BCE),

exactly 480 years after the Exodus according to 1 Kings 6:1. The Chronicler writes

from a post-exilic perspective (450-400 BCE), emphasizing themes relevant to the

restored community: temple worship, Levitical service, and covenant faithfulness.

Archaeological  evidence  confirms  Solomon's  extensive  building  projects  and

international  trade  relationships.  The  temple's  design  incorporated  Phoenician

architectural elements, evidenced by parallel structures discovered in Syria and

Lebanon.  Solomon's  alliance  with  Hiram  of  Tyre  provided  both  materials

(Lebanese cedar) and craftsmen for the construction.

The post-exilic audience, having returned from Babylonian captivity to rebuild the

temple,  needed  encouragement  that  God's  presence  and  blessing  could  be

restored  through  faithful  worship.  The  Chronicler  presents  Solomon's  reign  as

paradigmatic—when  leaders  and  people  seek  God  wholeheartedly,  He  dwells

among them and prospers them.

Related Passages

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 
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Study Questions

How does this verse deepen understanding of God's presence as the source of

true blessing and success?

What does this passage teach about the importance of following God's

prescribed patterns in worship and service?

How does Solomon's example in Solomon's Dedication Prayer point forward

to Christ as the ultimate fulfillment?

Interlinear Text

ב רעָָ
If there be dearth

H7458

כיִּֽ
H3588

ה ֶ יִהְי
H1961

רץֶ באְֶּ
in the land

H776

ברֶ ֶּ ד
if there be pestilence

H1698

כיִּֽ
H3588

הְיהֶ יִ
H1961

וֹן ָּפ שִׁד
if there be blasting

H7711

וֹן ויְרֵֽקָ
or mildew

H3420

ה ֶּ אַרבְ
locusts

H697

וחְָסִיל
or caterpillers

H2625

י ִּ כ
H3588

ה ֶ יִֽהְי
H1961

י ִּ כ
H3588

יצָֽרַ
besiege

H6887

וֹ ל
H0

יו אֹיבְָ
if their enemies

H341

רץֶ באְֶּ
in the land

H776

יו שְׁעָרָ
them in the cities

H8179

כלָּ
H3605

געַ ֶ נ
whatsoever sore

H5061

וכְלָֽ
H3605

מַחֲלהָֽ׃
or whatsoever sickness

H4245

Additional Cross-References

James 5:13 (Parallel  theme):  Is  any among you afflicted? let  him pray.  Is  any

merry? let him sing psalms.

Joel 2:25 (Parallel theme): And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath

eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army

which I sent among you.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Ruth 1:1 (Parallel theme): Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled,

that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Beth-lehem-judah went

to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons.

Joel  1:11 (Parallel  theme):  Be  ye  ashamed,  O  ye  husbandmen;  howl,  O  ye

vinedressers, for the wheat and for the barley; because the harvest of the field is

perished.

Leviticus 26:16 (Parallel theme): I also will do this unto you; I will even appoint

over you terror, consumption, and the burning ague, that shall consume the eyes,

and cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies

shall eat it.

2 Kings 8:1 (Parallel theme):  Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he

had restored to life, saying, Arise, and go thou and thine household, and sojourn

wheresoever thou canst sojourn: for the LORD hath called for a famine; and it shall

also come upon the land seven years.

2 Chronicles 32:24 (Parallel  theme):  In  those  days  Hezekiah was sick  to  the

death, and prayed unto the LORD: and he spake unto him, and he gave him a sign.

2 Chronicles 32:1 (Parallel  theme):  After  these things,  and the establishment

thereof, Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and entered into Judah, and encamped

against the fenced cities, and thought to win them for himself.
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